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As 
privately owned 

short-te
rm rentals become 

an increasingly popular way 

for people to bene  t from 

their u
nused space, Stearns 

County and Sauk Centre are 

working on requirements 

for these properties to pre-

vent abuse and disturbances 

– and Sauk Centre is p
aus-

ing the establishment of new 

rentals until th
ose guidelines 

are approved.

During their 
regular 

meeting Aug. 17 at Sauk 

Centre City Hall, T
he Sauk 

Centre City Council ap-

proved a one-year morato-

rium on short-te
rm rentals 

within the city. The mora-

torium allows the council 

and the city’s planning com-

missio
n, along with Stearns 

County, some time to pre-

pare an ordinance regarding 

these rentals.

“It does not have to last 

a year,” said city administra
-

tor Vicki Willer. “It could be 

as early as September, 

be December, w
e’re 

t; we just need 

h the coun-
some 

ls

BY BEN SONNEK

STAFF WRITER

Hold on 

vacation 

homes

City approves  

moratorium 

for short-t
erm 

rentals

Noi
se

Sprinkle of Jo
y will s

oon no longer be 

among Sauk Centre’s downtown businesses, 

but their clothing and jewelry items will st
ill 

be only a click or a car rid
e away. A

t the same 

EN
SONNEK | STAFF WRITER

BY BEN SONNEK | STAFF WRITER

PHOTO BY BEN SONNEK

Amy 
Poepping 

shows the range 

of 
clothing 

and 

jewelry 
available 

at the Sprinkle of 

Joy store Aug. 16 

in 
Sauk 

Centre. 

Sprinkle of Joy is 

moving out of its 

space, and its
 stock 

will 
be available 

either online or in 

Browerville.

High numbers in high school

SCHS has over 750 enrolled for th
e 2022-23 year

Joyful Blooms to 

acquire space for 

meetings, classes

Sprinkle of J
oy page 3

School b

nex t  chap te r

time, the Sprinkle of Jo
y space will n

ot sit
 

vacant on Main Street; Jo
yful Blooms will be 

expanding into the space, giving them more 

room to work as well as areas to meet with 

funeral family members and to hold creative 

classes.
“It ju

st fe
els so

 good, rig
ht and on-pur-

pose with God’s plan,” said Sprinkle of Jo
y 

and Joyful Blooms owner Amy Poepping. 

“If you would have asked us this even a few 

months ago, we would’ve been like, ‘No, 

you’re crazy, w
e’re not going to do that,’ but 

just th
e timing of things and feeling the con  -

dence behind the decision is re
ally exciting.”

Sprinkle of Joy will re
main in its e

xistin
g 

Sauk Centre storefront through Sept. 3; after 

that date, the store’s sto
ck can be found either 

in the Sprinkle of Joy store in Browerville or 

online at https://s
prinkleofjoyboutique.com.

“This allows us to spend more tim
e and 

energy on the website, which we’re excited 

about because who doesn’t lo
ve online shop-

ping these days?” Poepping said.

ing back to Sauk Centre 

y more stu
dents th

an 

blic Schools 

S princi-

CHS 

but they so far have 751 stu
dents e

nrolled, an in-

crease of about 50 fro
m last y

ear.

“That is 
obviously good, but it 

also stre
sses 

our sy
stem,” Flatau said. “We have eighth-grade 

classes w
ith 33 and 34 kids in

 them. W
e have 

117 eighth graders; w
e didn’t expect to have that 

many, so
 it’s

 just h
ard.”

On the other hand, th
e SCHS senior class 

has 75 stu
dents, o

ne of th
e sm

allest s
enior class 

mbers th
e school has had so far.

According to Flatau, a good n

general high schooler in
crease is

dents who are returning from

others a
re tra

nsferrin
g in fro

m

from online schooling. W
hil

bers m
ay need updating, th

 gures in
dicate 32 stu

den

and only six
 have tra

nsf

those six
 were foreign e

Number 39 • Volume 133

Wednesday, September 28, 2022

For our complete lineup 

SCAN 
HERE

Acolorful paper chain hangs on a wall 

in Jesse and Julie Job’s rural Freeport 

home. Youngest daughter Lilah re-

moves one link after she  nishes another week of 

chemotherapy. 
By January, Lilah and her family, including 

older brothers Peyton and Isaiah, hope to have all 

the links gone.  
J ly 18 she started a 24-week regimen of 

treatments  at Children’s 

s diagnosed 

Lilah kicking cancer 

Community rallies around Freeport girl with kidney cancer 

PHOTO BY CAROL MOORMAN

Luau for Lilah committee members – Jamie Engelmeyer (front, from left), Amy Engelmeyer, Stacy Luethmers, 

Christie Zink, Karalee Burditt, Erma Bertram, Renee Bertram and Greta Klaphake; (back, from left) Spencer 

Bertram, Jake Burditt, Ashley Burditt, Jenn Tschida, Ron Bertram, Corey Bertram, Austin Tschida and Carter 

Tschida – gather Aug. 27 before the start of the event at Sacred Heart Catholic Church grounds in Freeport. 

They are wearing Her Fight Is Our Fight – Love for Lilah T-shirts in honor of Lilah Job, who is receiving 

treatment for kidney cancer

BY CAROL MOORMAN | STAFF WRITER

one link at a time

PHOTO SUBMITTED 

Lilah Job (right) 

enjoys time spent with her 

best friend, Elise Van Beck, 

Aug 27, during a Luau for 

Lilah on the Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church grounds in 

Freeport. Job was diagnosed 

with kidney cancer June 30 

and the community has 

llied around the family. 

girl eat pretzels and dip around their kitchen 

counter.  
“What always sounds good,” Julie asks.  

“Mrs. Grass soup,” Lilah said.  

Chemo treatments have caused changing 

taste buds and loss of appetite for Lilah, but 

her positive attitude has not decreased.  

That attitude helps get Jesse and Julie 

through challenging days. 

“She’s so strong,” said Julie. “Even when 

she’s sick, she is just a trooper.”  

Isaiah and Peyton, who have put their teasing 

aside, support her in their own ways, much like 

the Freeport community and beyond, including 

onade for Lilah events and the distri-

il h bracelets, which Lilah 

St. Cloud-based 

Schlenner Wenner & 

Co.’s overview of Alba-

ny’s  nancial activities 

for the year ending Dec. 

31, 2021, was straightfor-

ward. 
Council members 

accepted the audit during 

their Sept. 21 meet-

ing. City Auditor Molly 

Thompson reported an 

unmodi  ed or clean ac-

counting opinion.

“You have healthy 

growth going for the 

city,” Thompson said, 

adding the city has a 

healthy fund balance. 

Despite a timing 

delay related to staff-

ing and a software con-

version, once city staff 

started working with her, 

Thompson said the 2021 

audit went smoothly.

Schlenner Wenner 

recommended the city 

consider additional staff 

to allow for cross train-

ing on account software 

to avoid such situations 

in the future. The city’s 

operations have grown 

signi  cantly over the past 

arrant addition-

Albany 

city leaders 

accept 2021 

financial 

audit

Strategy suggested 

for adding 

administrative staff

BY TIM HENNAGIR

STAFF WRITER
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FOLEY – After a summer of road con-struction on Highway 23 in Foley, area trav-elers are starting to see results. 
On Sept. 20, the highway opened from Fourth Avenue to Broadway Avenue, and the temporary all-way stop at Dewey Street and Fourth Avenue was removed. At the inter-section of Penn Street and Highway 23, the roundabout is starting to take shape, which the Minnesota Department of Transportation ex-pects will bring safety bene  ts. 

In other areas of the project, the High-way 23 detour will re-main unchanged along Broadway Avenue and County Road 4 in Foley to County Road 12 in Mille Lacs County and Highway 169 back to Highway 23 in Milaca. 

Highway 23 
construction 

trudges 
forward

Broadway Avenue intersection reopens

Rassier’s performance coaching emphasizes personal progress

BY JAKOB KOUNKELSTAFF WRITER

BY JAKOB KOUNKELSTAFF WRITER

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Rick Rassier practices at a river feature at Wausau Whitewater Park in Wisconsin 

Aug. 29, 2015. It was the same area where Rassier was resuscitated back to life 

after offi  cially dying for at least 27 minutes. 

 Tuesday,September 27, 2022

Construction page 3

school 
tradition

Rick Rassier

 SAUK RAPIDS – Included on Sauk Rapids native Rick Rassier’s life resume is a lengthy list of un-common, impressive and life-changing experienc-es.
 For starters, he worked in the Foley School District as a teacher for 33 years. Maybe his most well-known accomplishment was his undefeated run as a solo volleyball play-er, where he matched up against full teams of six players, including high school state championship and col-lege teams, while sharing a drug-free challenge and motivational message. He played over 8,000 games in 20-plus years across the country.  Rassier can be found on the Mis-sissippi River in Sauk Rapids, train-ing to perform world-class tricks as a freestyle kayaker, in which he has performed competitively. He has a nearly professional-level skill rat-ing in pickleball, a sport he picked up two years ago. He has spoken to over 300 teams every year as a motivational k

Former Foley teacher takes it to the 

of Performance,” and hosts a pod-cast called, “Level Up: Next Level Coaching by Rick Rassier.”  Most consequentially, though, Rassier was considered dead for 27 minutes while attempting a freestyle kayaking trick, called the phonics monkey, before  rst responders resuscitat-ed him back to life. He re-ceived 23 minutes of reg-ular CPR, four minutes of CPR from a Lucas device and seven shocks from an automated external de- brillator after going into cardiac arrest from the im-pacts of the cold water.  “It was beyond a miracle,” Rassier said about the circumstances that led to his revival. “There was an ER doc-tor 30 feet away from me teaching a kayak class, there was an EMT sell-ing kayak gear right along the river, there was a nurse that came down a minute after it happened and another person trained in CPR.” Now, after closing the door on a three-decade run at the Foley School District in June, Rassier said he has more time to continue inspiring and motivating people to take it tth
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“All dairy, all the time”™

Connec  ng with community
By Jan Lefebvrejan.l@star-pub.com

Tauers named Brown County Farm Family of he Year

feeling,” Angie Tauer said. 
“You always wonder if what 
you do matters.”The Tauers milk 250 

Holsteins in a double-6 
herringbone parlor and house 
cows in a freestall barn on their 
farm near Hanska. The family 
also farms 450 acres of corn
rye, alfalfa and acov

PLAINVIEW, Minn. –Centering the farm around 
quality milk and cattle has 
been a focus for Emerald 
Spring Dairy since Maurie 
and Rita Young started dairy 
farming with 40 cows in a ti-
estall barn in 1984. As the years have 

marched on so has the growth 
and progression of the Young 
family’s dairy farm. “I continue being im-

pressed with the advance-
ments dairy has made,” Mau-
rie said. “It’s amazing what 
you can accomplish with 
good nutrition and cow com-
fort.”

Emerald Spring Dairy 
and  ve other dairies were 

Maintaining excellence
By Grace Jeurissengrace.j@star-pub.com

Youngs receive third award from Dairy Cattle Reproductive Council

GRACE JEURISSEN/DAIRY STAR

Javier Prieto Mar  nez (from le  ), Darrin Young, Rita Young, Brandon Young and Maurie Young 

gather in their cross-ven  lated freestall barn Jan. 7 at Emerald Spring Dairy near Plainview, Min-

nesota. The dairy was awarded its third pla  num recogni  on as part of the 2022 Excellence in 

Dairy Ca  le Reproduc  on Awards from the Dairy Ca  le Reproduc  ve Council. 

Turn to YOUNGS | Page 7

given platinum recognition as 
part of the 2022 Excellence 
in Dairy Cattle Reproduction 

Awards from the Dairy Cattle 
Reproductive Council.The winners were recog-

nized Nov. 16, 2022, in Mid-
dleton, Wisconsin.This is the third year Em-

erald Spring Dairy has been
recognized by the council.“It was great to be nomi-

nated again,” Darrin Young
said. “We put a lot of work 
into our breeding program.”Darrin, a son of Maurie 

and Rita’s, joins his brothers 
Brandon and Ed and parents
as they milk 1,300 cows and
farm 2,000 acres on their farm
near Plainview. The farm’s
milk is marketed through Ag-
ropur in Le Sueur. The Youngs work closely 

with the team from Select
Sires Inc. to choose matings, 
do heat detection and A.I.
their cattle.Brian Dick, an A.I. tech-

nician with Select Sires, visits 
Emerald Spring Dairy daily
to perform reproductive ser-
vices. He performs routine 
heat detection on cows and on 
Thursday of each week works 
with Darrin to complete the
double ovsynch program with 
timed A.I. 

Sign up for our NewsletterDairySt rMilk Break Visit www.dairystar.comto sign up.
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County selects 
architect for 
space needs 

study
Commissioners eye 

offi  ce expansion 

BY JAKOB KOUNKEL

STAFF WRITER

 FOLEY – Benton Coun-
ty commissioners continued 
with their intentions to ex-
pand the physical space in 
which county government 
operates. At the board’s Sept. 
6 meeting, it selected GLT Ar-
chitects of St. Cloud to study 
the county’s space needs – 
both for employees and the 
public. 
 With high praise from 
employees in Stearns Coun-
ty government, who have 
worked with GLT Architects 
on a number of projects re-
garding building space in 
Stearns County, commission-
ers felt comfortable utilizing 
the architectural  rm. There 
was no expense associated 
with the motion because 
the total cost will be depen-
dent on the amount of time 
and resources the  rm uses 
during the study. 

Commissioners hope to 
l

������������	�
����

A jar full of P&V
Canning kitchen always open 

for Awesome Sauce pair  

BY NATASHA BARBER

STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SAUK RAPIDS-RICE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Aby Froiland, principal at Pleasantview Elementary School in Sauk Rapids, cuts a giant ribbon in front of a crowd of kindergartners

and staff  as the Sauk Rapids-Rice School District celebrated the fi rst day of class in the new school building Sept. 6. First through

fi fth graders joined their kindergarten peers Sept. 7 in the building which replaced the former 50-year-old school.

What do you get when you combine two work-

ing moms who possess robust enthusiasm and vigor 

h ld atch their gardens?
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Sharing a love
 for 

German 

Shepherds

Lanesboro breeding business 

grows from one special dog

BY JAN LEFEBVRE  | STAFF WRITER

Focusing on Today’s R

LANESBORO – Jessica 

Stutzman has turned her love for 

German Shepherds into an at-

home breeding business called 

Mid-daylich Hotzaw German 

Shepherds, 
located 

near 

Lanesboro.

While Stutzman said the  rst 

two litte
rs w

ere learning experi-

ences, she quickly worked to gain 

more knowledge about how to 

raise German Shepherds with the 

best health and temperaments. 

“I dug more into bloodlines 

and health testing, which made 

me decide on switching gears 

to import working-line German 

Shepherds.”

She reached out online and 

connected with, Àja Vydrová, a 

woman from the Czech Repub-

lic who also raises 
German 

Shepherds. 

Vy d r o v á 

is 
now 

training 

s o m e 

dogs that 

w i l l 

l a t e r 
join 

Stutzman’s pack.  Stutzman also 

began partnering with Lora Wil-

liams from Vom Lexhaus Ger-

man Shepherds out of Illinois. 

Stutzman, Vydrová, and Williams 

co-own a male German Shepherd 

that Vydrová is having compete at 

higher level tria
ls. 

Stutzman has focused on the 

breeding aspect of her business, 

making sure her puppies can be 

guaranteed to have the best qual-

ities of the working line breed of 

German Shepherds.

“My program is speci  cally 

geared towards breeding. I am 

a  rm believer in knowing what 

dogs you have inside and out,” 

Stutzman said. “I currently do not 

offer training or boarding  as my 

breeding stock is m
y priority and 

keeps me plenty busy.”

 Her efforts h
ave earned her 

respect. Just tw
o and a half years 

after deciding to focus on breed-

ing, the AKC has accepted her 

into its Bred with H.E.A.R.T. 

Program, meaning she has met all 

AKC expectations for her breed-

ing program as to health, educa-

tion, accountability, responsibil-

ity, and tradition. Stutzman has 

also been recognized by Good 

Dog for being a good breeder in 

its R
esponsible Breeder Program. 

Both programs stre
ss that puppies 

and their dog parents must be 

healthy, happy and trained well 

and that their owners are continu-

ally seeking more education in all 

aspects of dog breeding. 

Stutzman has made sure that 

her puppies are raised in her home 

and on her land, in a spacious, 

clean and enriching environment 

to enhance their natural abilitie
s 

and con  dence. By breeding with 

strong bloodline combinations, 

she strives to produce puppies 

with excellent health, solid tem-

perament, str
ong nerves, and bal-

anced drives.   

“Our puppies will be expect-

ed to be successful in a range of 

venues including, but not lim
ited 

to, agility and obedience compe-

tition, dual purpose police K-9, 

family companionship, narcot-

ics and explosives detection or 

search and rescue.”

Since the focus of her busi-

ness is very speci  c, Stutzman 

has not needed to hire employees. 

Her business is 
truly a family en-

terprise.
“Because my program is 

small, I’
m able to give each dog 

and puppy all of the attention and 

care that they need to develop and 

thrive,” Stutzman said. “My dogs 

are part of my family, and I give 

that same love to each puppy as I 

prepare them to join their forever

homes.”
The humans in Stutzman

family pitch in when needed.

“I do not have employees

I do have the cutest helpers

two children,” she said.

Mid daylich Hotzaw German 

Shepherds, 
located 

near 

Lanesboro.

While Stutzman said the  rst 

best health and temperaments. 

“I dug more into bloodline
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 Mika, a female German Shepherd 

owned by Jessica Stutzman of Mid-

daylich Hotzaw German Shepherds 

near Lansboro, bites the sleeve of a 

person acting as a decoy. Stutzman 

uses some aspects of shutzhund 

training on her dogs, including 

protection work and obedience.

utzman poses with her husband, 
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Fueling up in FoleyMonarchs make a pit
BY JAKOB

Foley dragsters dedicate hearts to racing

BY JAKOB KOUNKEL | STAFF WRITER
FOLEY – In Foley, a town many con-

sider to be the heart of drag racing in Min-

nesota, the Jahr family’s hearts belong to the 

sport that keeps on giving. More important-

ly, through their endeavors on the racetrack, 

the family has formed a bond that continues 

to strengthen. In the family of  ve – Bill and Nina Jahr 

and their three kids, Hailey, 14, Mason, 10, 

and Paisley, 3 – everybody is committed to 

the sport in one way or another. 
Bill got into the drag racing through his 

love for everything automotive. He appre-

ciates cars and enjoys working on them, so 

much so that he owns the Foley-based used 

car dealership Midstate Sales on Highway 

25. Nina is not the same type of car junkie her 

husband is, but she is her kids’ biggest sup-

porter on the racetrack and has fallen in love 

with everything it has to offer her family.

“We base our summers around drag rac-

ing,” Nina said.Hailey and Mason are in their  fth sum-

mer of racing at Brainerd International Race-

way in Brainerd. They have experienced the 

thrill of  rst place and the heartbreak of  n-

ishing toward the back of the pack, although 

they have had more successful races than not. 

Mason has had numerous  rst-place  nishes 

and boasts a shelf of more than 30 trophies. 

Hailey is also no stranger to  rst place and 

bringing home some hardware. 
Then there is Paisley, who at just 5 years 

old has yet to do more than sit on her dad’s 

lap in the driver’s seat. But when it comes 

time, Paisley has made it clear she is not go-

ing to settle for anything less than a purple 

dragster. Even now, she drives around a bat-

tery-operated four-wheeler meant for kids 

her age, and Bill said she can make some 

aggressive, wild maneuvers even in a plastic 

vehicle. 

PHOTO BY JAKOB KOUNKEL

The Jahr family of Bill (from left), 

Hailey, Paisley, Mason and Nina 

stand outside of Bill and Nina’s 

business, Midstate Sales, with 

Hailey and Mason’s dragsters 

Aug. 16 in Foley. The family has 

found success on the racetrack, 

but they have found even more 

success in forming a tight bond 
with each other.
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Mason has had numerous  rst-place  nishes

and boasts a shelf of more than 30 trophies.

Hailey is also no stranger to  rst place and 
vehicle. 
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BY BEN SONNEK | STAFF WRITER

PHOTO BY BEN SONNEK

After classes, (front, from left) Bonnie Radjenovich, Brenda Jennissen 

and Merle Felling from Felling Trailers and Scott Pearson and Jacob 

Fischer with Sauk Centre High School are joined by students as they visit 

the SCHS shop May 24. The metalworking equipment donated by Felling 

Trailers will be used primarily in SCHS’ Manufacturing strand classes.

PHOTO BY BEN SONNEK

Emergency responders (from left) José Díaz, Eric Grabmeier and Richard White stand by while offi  cers John Lepowski 

and Brent Henry prepare to fold the fl ag during the Memorial Day ceremony May 30 at American Legion Post 67 

in Sauk Centre. The event featured guest speaker Colonel Rick Lorenz, a Marine veteran and senior lecturer at the 

Jackson School of International Studies at the University of Washington.

Tools for the trades

Felling Trailers makes $89,000 
equipment donation to SCHS

Memorial Day page 2

Sauk Centre High School students interested in the trades have a 

well-stocked and updated shop waiting for them, thanks to Felling Trail-

ers’ donation of various manufacturing equipment.

“We feel fortunate that Sauk Centre has had strong industrial technol-

ogy teachers in our junior and high schools, and we value the partnerships 

we’ve developed with them and the administration over the years,” said 

Brenda Jennissen, Felling Trailers CEO. “Those educators and partner-

ships are what piques students’ curiosity about manufacturing and trade 

careers. By providing the opportunity for our community’s students to 

learn how to use 21st-Century equipment, these donations enhance the 

learning experience so that they have the knowledge required when they 

enter the workforce or work on equipment of their own.”

Felling Trailers’ donation includes a 55-ton ironworker and tooling 

achine, two drill presses, a 40-ton shop press with tooling capabilities, 

3D laser printer, two bench grinders, two side grinders and a horizontal 

nd saw, a total value of nearly $89,000. The machines will be used pri-

rily in SCHS’ manufacturing strand classes including Welding, Manu-

uring and Machine Tool.
Over the years, SCHS’ partnership with Felling Trailers has paid off 

anufacturing careers.Some of our students are getting good jobs in

h school,” said Jacob Fischer, SCHS i

ad others go off to trad
a CNC m
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Tom and Molly Kittelson of 

Sauk Centre have lived in their 

house at 524 Pine Street South for 

over 40 years. When they  rst ar-

rived, their front yard had an elm 

tree, eventually replaced by a large 

wooden turtle. Now, the turtle has
made way for one of Tom’
working creatith

BY BEN SONNEKSTAFF WRITER

Building for books
Kittelsons place small library at their home
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D addy’s delight.That is what two little
girls are to Nick A

and  ancé Brittney PiOn M

Daddy’s 
BY CAROL MOORMAN

STAFF WRITER

Freeport couple blessed to be fi rst time parents of twins

double delight 
double delight Life in this young couple’s house-

hold revolves around the babies. Bot-

tles and baby supplies line
and their soon tread

Area youth have an of  cial place to gath-

er in Melrose – Birch Hills Community Youth 

Center at 330 Riverside Ave. 
The center offers a community place for 

youth, middle school and high school age, 

to hang out when not with their family or at 

church or school. There are currently indoor 

and outdoor games with plans to have an area 

for projects and/or activities.
The leadership team of Tim and Jen Hus-

ton, Sally Koltes, Becky Klassen, Raheim 

Lewis and Ricky and Sandy Backus, and many 

others, have worked since April to get the cen-

ter ready.“We wanted something safe, where they 

could come and go as they wanted to,” Jen 

Huston said. “When they are between (athletic) 

games, they can come here to relax, be safe to 

do homework, then go back.”
The leadership team worked with youth 

for input on what should or could be offered. 

Among the suggestions were having a Nin-

endo Switch game and a Nine Square in the 

Air game. The latter is an outdoor ball game 

which a nine-square grid is suspended over 

ne players. The players must keep a ball in th

When the ball, similar to a b
ground, the playe ihe ba k

A safe place to gather

Youth center opens in Melrose 
BY HERMAN LENSING | STAFF WRITER

PHOTO BY HERMAN LENSING

Tim Hutson (from left), Jen Huston, Becky Klassen 

and Sally Koltes gather June 10 in front of the 

Birch Hills Community Youth Center on Riverside 

Avenue in Melrose. As members of the leadership 

team, along with Raheim Lewis and Rick and 

Sandy Backus, they are excited to off er youth a 

place to socialize, play games and participate in 

activities. 
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